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Christian Ecology Link
 tel. 01524 33858 info@christianecology.org.uk
Conservation Foundation

 tel. 0207 591 3111 www.conservationfoundation.co.uk
Monks Eleigh Wet Meadows (nature reserve and retreat centre)   tel. 01449 741644   www.arocha.org
Matthew Ling, Head of Environmental Strategy, Ipswich Borough Council  tel. 01473 433009  matthew.ling@ipswich.gov.uk
Tools with a mission (recycles/restores tools) twamhq@twam.co.uk
Church Ecocongregation Project (being an ecofriendly congregation)  tel. 02476 853061  www.ecocongregation.org
Ipswich Wildlife Group, Ipswich Museum 
(lectures and opportunities for voluntary conservation work)  

david.lampard@ipswich.gov.uk
Greenways (manages green areas in Ipswich; voluntary work opportunities) greenways.project@ipswich.gov.uk
 tel. 01473 433995

Environmental Protection panel 
tel. 01473 433991 sam.pollard@ipswich.gov.uk
Ipswich Borough Recycling Officer   paula.juster@ipswich.gov.uk
CRED Carbon reduction campaign tel 01603 592 838

www.cred-uk.org 
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God’s Planet 
On the brink

At some point, humankind ceased to live in communion with God’s creation and became a consumer.  In the last 150 years consumerism has brought all life on earth to the brink of jeopardy: the earth is near a point where the existence of species, including our own, might become impossible because of changes we have caused to the earth. The thin skin of atmosphere we breathe, which protects us from inhospitable outer space, is at risk of breaking down.

Everyone’s concern 

Care for our environment is not just the concern of gum-booted, wax- jacketed, binocular-wearing eccentrics. It is to do with every one of us who walks God’s planet.
Pollution and climate change

Our rubbish, from chemicals to supermarket bags, can’t be thrown away.  It stays in the zone that supports life and has to be treated so it is not harmful.  As industry has made some of us wealthier, we have endangered much of what life depends on, and pushed the planet into overheating mode. 
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This affects countries that have benefited least from our affluence; drought and flooding hit poor countries most.   In his command, ‘love your neighbour as yourself,’ Jesus asks us to be careful lest our activities impact on our neighbours, near or far. The Fifth Mark of Mission is ‘To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and renew the life of the earth’.
[image: image5.wmf]After the flood, God made a covenant with Noah, never again to destroy the earth (see Genesis 9 vv. 8 – 17). This covenant shows that all creatures are related with each other and their Creator.  If God has a covenant concern for all creatures, we should do all we can to protect all life on earth.  Human beings must not allow the diversity of plant and animal life to decrease through their activities. 
Taking more than we need

It is unacceptable for rich nations to take more than they need, and to harm the planet by accumulating and misusing natural resources.  Individual transport causes pollution and creates pressure to build roads on greenfield sites.  Over-industrialisation in pursuit of excessive wealth injures health through pollution.  Stripping natural resources, eg tropical rainforest, has consequences.  
The most worrying effects of such actions are extreme weather conditions, increase in cancer, genetic damage, and global warming which causes flooding of vulnerable communities in Central Asia and increased desertification of arable land in equatorial regions.
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Every foot of land in the British Isles is served by a Church. Our potential for influence in our communities is enormous.  But it starts with us.  It is like a quilt: each Church community is one patch which it can ‘embroider’ with its values and concerns.  If the ‘embroidery’ includes care of the environment, all the patches joined country-wide can make a huge difference. Here are things Christians can do, individually or together:
· Love creation



Appoint a Environment Officer; include creation in worship; use natural symbols for teaching; arrange an Environment Festival.
· Conserve wildlife
Establish conservation areas or gardens; plant trees and hedges; dig ponds; make bird tables, bat boxes and log piles. 
· Consume less


Don’t overcater, overfill, overheat, overeat; stop leaks; use rainwater
· Work collaboratively

Find out what’s going on locally and nationally; contact the local Council, who have contacts with other groups;  work alongside, don’t duplicate what is already there;  work with Parish Councils; involve the young;  work ecumenically; support local businesses; affordable or housing association houses; use church buildings for recreation.
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· Reduce fuel

Switch off lights/machinery not in use; use renewable energy/solar panels; insulate cavities - many Councils provide grants; use less paper and more IT, eg PowerPoint/OHP instead of service sheets. 
· Recycle waste

Recycle all you can, but reuse if possible, as recycling uses energy and pollutes; take cloth bags to supermarket or reuse their bags; compost at home or use Council facilities. 
· Travel economically

Walk, cycle, use public transport; reduce petrol consumption by up to a 1/3 by travelling at 56mph; car share; when planning your holidays, remember that airliners are very environmentally unfriendly.
· Resist pollutants

Use organic/ sustainable products; avoid litter, noise/light pollution.

· Purchase fairly

Support local shops, farmers’ markets; buy fairly- traded and animal-friendly products; ask shop managers for any such goods you’d like them to sell.  Use your influence as a consumer wisely, to help the environment and the  most vulnerable farmers and producers. 
· Invest wisely


Support ethical policies and charities; check what companies your bank invests in; choose a bank that invests ethically.
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For more information contact the Diocesan Environmental Adviser, the Revd Mark Morgan, tel 01473 601438  � HYPERLINK "mailto:hama.morgan-@tinyworld.co.uk" ��hama.morgan-@tinyworld.co.uk�


Mark wrote this Leaflet.  See also World Development in this series.
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