10. We believe in God the Creator,

loving parent of all who live, 

weeping when a child 

is wounded by injustice;

angry within the protests

of the despairing and exploited; 

and crying out as the voice of the silenced. 

We believe in Jesus Christ, 

overturning the tables of injustice, 

determined in the face of oppression, 

brave when the cost of life rises high, 

and dying rather than giving up love. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

passionate wind of power for change, 

giver of gifts for the struggle 

and flame of fire to light and warm the way 

for the bearers of truth. 

We believe in the Triune God, 

the God of every time and place

and we will carry the life of this God

into all the world.
11. May the God whose power
breaks through the stone

break into your life
and free you from all that binds you;

May the Risen Christ, 
whose love is stronger than death,

speak your name, 
and bring you new life and joy;

the Spirit who walks the road with you 

give you wisdom to understand
and courage to share 
God’s new life for the whole world. Amen.
12. As we prepare to leave and embrace the challenges of our lives and our world.

let us ask for God’s blessing.

May God bless us with strength to seek justice: Amen.

May God bless us with wisdom to care for the earth: Amen.

May God bless us with love to bring forth new life: Amen. 

In the name of God, maker of the whole world,

in the name of Jesus, our new Covenant,

and in the name of the Holy Spirit, 
who opens our eyes and hearts: Amen.

Go in peace and be witnesses to hope: 

Thanks be to God.
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1-13 March 
Fairtrade Fortnight 

10-16 April 
Global Week of Action

1 July 


UK assumes Presidency of EU

13 July

20th Anniversary of Live Aid

6-8 July

G8 Summit in Scotland
1-5 Sept

UN Summit on Development Goals 

13-18 Dec

World Trade Org. Ministers Meeting
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                     PRAYERS
          for
       2005

                  Adaptable for individuals or groups 
1.  I dare to pray: 

Lord, let the world be changed, 

for I long to see the end of poverty;

I dare to pray:

Lord, let the rules be changed, 

for I long to see trade bring justice to the poor; 

I dare to pray: 
Lord, let my life be changed, 
for I long to bring hope 
where good news is needed.

In the strength of your Spirit 

and inspired by your compassion, 

I make this promise to work for change, 

and wait confidently for the day 

when You make all things new.  Amen.

2. God, who gave commandments that guide us 
into paths of justice and compassion, 

teach us what it means to make good rules. 

We pray for rules to govern our trade

that can bend to serve the needs of the poor,

that are strong to contain the greed of the rich, 

that will challenge the inequalities in our world.

Make us restless for change, 
refusing to submit to political realities where
life and death are bought in the market place,

and daring to work for the coming of your Kingdom 

where the world is reshaped in the image 
of Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.
3. Give us, O Lord, churches 
that will be more courageous than cautious; 

that will not merely comfort the afflicted but afflict the comfortable;

Give us, O Lord, churches 
that will not only love the world

but also demand justice;

that will not remain silent 

when people are calling or a voice; 

that will not pass by on the other side

when wounded humanity is waiting to be healed; that will not only call us to worship

but also send us out to witness; 

that will follow Christ 

even when the way points to a Cross. 

To this end we offer ourselves

in the name of him who loved us

and gave himself for us. Amen.
4. Dear God,

we know that the food we eat and drink

is grown by people far away.

Even though we will never meet them

help us to care for their needs

as well as our own. Amen. 

5. As people with a vision of a God of love, 
we offer our prayers; 
as people with a vision of eternity, 
we offer our time; 
as people with a vision of an end to poverty, 
we offer our money;
as people with a vision of community, 
we offer all we have shared together; 
as people with a vision of a just society, 
we offer ourselves. Amen.
6. Spirit of truth and judgement, who alone 
can exorcize the powers that grip our world;

at the point of crisis, give us your discernment, 

that we may accurately name what is evil, 

and know the way that leads to peace, 

through Jesus Christ.  Amen.

7. God grant me the spirit of courage, 

that I may have the strength 
to fight injustice. 

Give me the spirit of challenge, 

that I may not accept the status quo 
without question. 

Give me the spirit of compassion,

that I may see the world 
from other people’s viewpoint. 

I ask for the spirit of gentleness, 

that I may listen to the voice of the poor 

without trampling on their dreams 
in my rush to action. 

God grant me your Spirit, 

the Spirit of truth, justice and hope, 

that I may rest and work 
in the vision of a new future, 

where all are linked by the bonds of humanity, 

not enslaved by the chains of injustice.  Amen. 
8. God, you promise a world 

where those who now weep shall laugh, 

those who are hungry now shall feast,

those who are poor now, and excluded,

shall have your Kingdom for their own. 

I want this world too. 
I renounce despair. I will act for change. 

I choose to be included in your great 
feast of life.  Amen.

9. God our creator, 

whose good earth is entrusted 
to our care and delight and tenderness, 

we pray: 

For all who are in captivity to debt, 

whose lives are cramped by fear 

from which there is no turning

except through abundant harvest. 

May those who sow in tears

reap with shouts of joy.

For all who depend on the earth 
for their daily food and fuel, 
whose forest are destroyed 
for the profits of a few: 

May those who sow in tears

reap with shouts of joy.

For all who labour in poverty,

who are oppressed by unjust laws, 
who are banned for speaking the truth,
 who long for a harvest of justice:
May those who sow in tears

reap with shouts of joy.

For all who are in captivity
to greed and waste and boredom, 
whose harvest joy is choked 
with things they do not need:
May those who sow in tears

reap with shouts of joy.

Turn us again from our captivity, 
and restore our vision, 
that our mouth may be filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing. 
Amen.
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