· [image: image1.wmf]Borrow one of the good videos from an agency and invite friends to come and see it in your home.
· Discuss with your mission links or your overseas contacts how unjust structures impact on the people they meet in their local situations.
· Pray regularly for those trapped in poverty, for those alleviating suffering by direct action or campaigning, for politicians and leaders and heads of businesses whose decisions affect millions (www.micahchallenge.org).
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     Apply political pressure
· Join a group lobbying for change (e.g. Make Poverty History
(www.makepovertyhistory.org), WDM (www.wdm.org.uk), Christian Aid (www.christian-aid.org.uk),  Trade Justice Movement (www.tjm.org.uk), Tearfund (www.tearfund.org). 
· Write to your MP, and your MEPs (www.europarl.org.uk). Or better still meet them, as a Church, to tell them how much you want to see a policy change on matters such as trade and debt.

For more information 

For further resources and help, please contact the author of this leaflet, Sue Young, Diocesan World Development Adviser, email sueyoung@fish.co.uk  or tel. 01473 233525. 
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World Development 

Seeking justice

One of the Church’s Five Marks of Mission is ‘to seek to transform unjust structures of society.’   Some of the biggest injustices arise in our relationships with people on the other side of the world.  Growth in world trading,  out-sourcing and exploitation of natural resources, together with debt repayments, aid flows and advances in communication, mean that our ‘neighbours’, i.e. those touched by our actions, may live many miles from us.  
As individual Christians and as Church communities, we can be aware of this, examine the effects of our actions and, where necessary, call upon our politicians to make structural changes.

Aid or Trade
Most Churches make charitable gifts, often to mission in the developing world or to development agencies, and this kind of aid  is the core of Christian concern for the poor.  But Christians also have a duty to consider why, despite years of aid, many countries remain poor and dependent.  

Factors such as unfair trade rules, conflict, poor governance, misguided or misappropriated aid and crippling debt repayments are critical. Until some of these are addressed, any amount of aid does little more than stave off starvation.   
Just a 1% increase in Africa’s share of world trade would generate 5 times more than that continent currently receives in both aid and debt relief.
Too big a problem? 
World poverty is sustained by injustice in global trade, the huge burden of debt, and insufficient and ineffective aid – all made worse by inappropriate economic policies imposed by rich countries. 
We may not feel up to tackling such major issues, but this should not be an excuse; development agencies make available lots of information about the issues and how to put our case (see below).  


But there is value in keeping it simple and portraying it as a moral issue.  Each day, 30,000 people die of hunger and poverty.  Basic compassion requires us to demand some action.
Jesus makes clear that we should be on the side of the oppressed and suffering: ‘I tell you, anything you failed to do for one of these, however insignificant, you failed to do for me’ (Matt 25 v 31- 46).  We can help through advocacy – being a voice for those whose voice is not being heard.
‘Like slavery and apartheid, poverty is not natural. It is man-made and it can be overcome and eradicated by the actions of human beings. Overcoming poverty is not a gesture of charity.  It is an act of justice. It is the protection of a fundamental human right; the right to dignity and a decent life. While poverty persists, there is no true freedom.’                        Nelson Mandela, 2005 
Live hopefully 

Our Christian faith assures us that all things are possible. It gives us a vision of a future where ‘babies will no longer die in infancy, and all people will live out their life span … people will plant vineyards and enjoy the wine … they will fully enjoy the things that they have worked for’ (Isaiah 65 v 20-22).   Christians are people of hope! 
What can we do? 

We can take action, individually and together, to help create a fair and just future.  Here are some suggestions.  
 
   Change  lifestyle
· Buy fairly traded products.  More and more Fairtrade goods are  in the shops. If you don’t see what you want, ask for it. Find out more from the Fairtrade Foundation (www.fairtrade.org.uk). 
· St Edmundsbury and Ipswich is a Fairtrade Diocese, witnessing for trade justice through prayer, study and action.  Over ⅓ of parishes use fairly traded tea and coffee at meetings for which they are responsible. If your parish is not signed up to this and would like to, contact the Diocese’s World Development Adviser (see over the page).
· Switch to an ethical bank, e.g. Triodos bank (www.triodos.co.uk),  Finance for Fair Trade (www.shared-interest.com), Co-operative Bank (www.co-operativebank.co.uk).
· Switch your investments to ethical funds.
· Avoid holidays that exploit local people or environments.
· Do voluntary work for an aid agency (www.oxfam.org.uk).
· Live more simply, so that others may simply live.

  Raise Awareness  
· Learn more about the issues. Keep in touch with developments through the media. 
· Arrange for someone from one of the aid agencies or fair trade organisations to come and speak to your Church or Group.
· Discuss the issues with your family and friends.
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Almighty God, 


may my mouth


speak for justice;�may my feet 


walk for justice;�may my hands 


work for justice;�but more than those,�may my heart and soul


long for justice, 


until your will is done 


on earth, as it is 


in heaven. Amen.    





Peter Graystone











