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Speaking at the Ecumenical World Development Consultation on 19 March 2009 John Battle spoke with great passion and enthusiasm about tackling world poverty, the role of the churches, global partnerships and progress towards the Millennium Development Goals. 

He made the following points:

· Action on world poverty and on climate change must be brought together.

·  We are in an era of major decisions - a turning point – the passing of one economic model - and people of conscience throughout the world need to join together to seek change.

· The interconnectedness of the global economy has become apparent as never before. How we live affects life and death of others.
· Church pressure has driven the aid programme since the 1970s. The 0.7% of GDP target is now built into UK law.

· Economic downturn has caused a fear and a drawing back. We cannot afford to let protectionism (in trade and more widely) take over.

· Poverty in the UK and poverty in the whole world is part of the same story – we need to build on common experience in partnership.

· Progress on MDGs is patchy. On child mortality and maternal health the progress is abysmal. 

· The eighth MDG, about developing a global partnership, is primarily about a fair trading system. Unfair trade relations are a massive cause of poverty and discussions are in deadlock.

· The economic crisis and the climate change agenda are in danger of undoing all the progress over the last 25 years.
· An all party group of MPs is launching a new campaign “Trade out of Poverty” to try to stop trade protection.

· New type of partnership is being developed where the Department for International Development gives funding directly to governments so they can better coordinate action. Thirteen countries have trusted governments where this direct budget support has been given. 

· Campaigning partnerships can be very effective. MPs know churches as advocates for world poverty. Need to keep us this pressure and challenge protectionism.

· The poor of the south may well liberate us!

· The trickle down economic development model is not working. The poor have been propping up this system.

· We need a new economic model. 

· Investment in the poor will get us out of the economic crisis. Growth should be driven from the bottom up. 
Summarised by Sue Young 

