The Power of Partnerships: ways of working in partnership

Church to Church partnerships.
(1) Dedicate to Bertha Chama. 
(2 & 3) B & W linked to Zambian Anglican Church.

Not going to dwell on the detail of past 31 years of (4) Episcopal visits, (5 & 6) projects undertaken, (7) the number of parishes, schools and other institutions that have a link. Why not? There isn’t enough time; many of you will be involved in your own diocesan, parish or other church related links; many of you will have similar stories you could tell; and you can ask me details later if you want to.
(8) Church links are relationships. NOT an NGO and agencies have better ways of delivering certain aspects of aid better than we can – balanced with the knowledge that FBOs are crucial to the delivery of the MDGs. 
(9) An article in the Church Times a couple of weeks ago included this quote “In poor communities, the strongest institutions with the deepest roots were faith-based; they provided vital resources to poor communities- a measure of dignity and a sense of meaning in lives scarred by poverty. Find a way to connect them and you have the power to bring about change.” Community programmes organiser that the young Barack Obama worked with for 3 years.
(10) Support what our link dioceses are already doing, get to know about it, provide appropriate funding in accountable ways if it needed, raise awareness of what they are doing and discourage the dependency culture that assumes we know best, when we don’t. 
(11 - 15) This reinforces our commitment to campaigns such as Jubilee Debt Campaign, MPH, Micah Challenge, the Global Call to Stand Up Against Poverty, etc. 
(16 & 17) This is because we know the people whose lives are affected by these issues of debt, trade, aid, poverty, gender inequality, lack of healthcare and education, environmental degradation etc.

(18) Because the link is about people there will always be difficult moments – personality clashes, money issues, inappropriate responses to visits, - but these are outweighed by the lifelong friendships, lives changed (at both ends of the link), the increased energy and commitment to campaigning, and the shared experience of the joys and sorrows of our Christian journeys.

(19) Last week was Red Nose Day for Comic Relief, and I know there are mixed opinions about mixing celebrity culture and poverty eradication.  Dambisa Moyo’s book “Dead Aid” although not with the way the right-wing media use it as an excuse to damn everything that has been done in the way of providing aid to Africa. But I do believe the MDGs represent a significant milestone in global co-operation in tackling some of these huge issues. They don’t touch on everything – the arms industry, child soldiers, refugees and asylum seekers for example. 
(20) Archbishop of Canterbury “We should all be asking profound questions about how poorly regulated economies obsessed with ever-growing consumer choice have skewed the judgments of entire countries” Supporting the MDGs shows that we can put people before profit.  There’s plenty more I could say, and I hope there will be chance to do so through discussion and questions. 
Why have I dedicated what I have said to Bertha? Johannesburg 2 years ago. Bertha, and her husband Bishop Albert Chama of the Diocese of Northern Zambia, had been in England a few weeks before, mainly because of Bertha’s health. Their daughter Chibwe, then 3, spent some of the time here in Bristol Children’s hospital, + Albert told me about the TEAM Conference, bringing together Anglicans from all around the world to share their experiences in working for the MDGs. He suggested that both ends of our link should be represented - C of E delegation to represent Companion Links. 
(21) It was an inspiring conference. I sat in on presentations by ZAC on delivering MDGs, and learned about the national and international awards they had won for development work.  (22) ZAC presentation.
Each day focussed on particular MDGs, and there was one on Partnerships for Development. (23) At very short notice + Albert and I were asked to take part in a panel discussion to represent church links along with NGOs, governments, civil society groups. 
(24) It was such a privilege to do this, and when I heard less than 2 weeks ago that Bertha had died of a recurrence of the cancer she had suffered from a few years ago I asked + Albert, when I sent our condolences, if he would allow me to dedicate what I said today to Bertha, because the most important aspect of church-to-church links is the relationships that are forged with the people within them.  (25)
Ideas for Questions:

1. How do you prevent an unequal relationship within a Companion Link when money is involved?

2. How do you handle differences of culture & attitude, especially relating to such issues as gender, corruption, theology etc?

3. What advice do you give to a parish in Bath & Wells that is looking to form a new link within the diocesan relationship?
